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wide, along Gips River. , The most picturesque district is Temple Bayr
with Temple Mount and Temple Eange guarding the northern and the
Colorado Hills the southern side. The characteristic form of the hills
is flat-topped, with gentle slopes for the topmost 200 to 300 ft., then a
rocky face of some 500 to 800 ft., and the remainder scree (Icelandic
skritha = an accumulation of loose stones). These screes obscure the
solid rock round the base of the hills. In all cases the ascent is diffi-
cult, and on this map the Pyramid, De Geer Range, and Mount Jean
are the only summits that can be reached with comparative ease.
A series of soundings taken in Klaas Billen Bay and a large-scale
survey of Bjona Haven, together with soundings taken in Storfjordr
have been handed to the Hydrographic Department of the Admiralty
for use on the next edition of the Spitsbergen chart.
THE "MOUNTH" PASSES OVER THE GRAMPIANS.
[By G. M. FRASER, Librarian, Public Library, Aberdeen.
IT is very remarkable, when one thinks of the importance of the passes
over the Grampians for the northern half of Scotland throughout
history, that no complete study of these passes has ever been printed.
References are made to them in guide books and in topographical
and historical articles relating to the region, but all are, more or less,
fragmentary, and most of them are very inaccurate in their historical
bearing. The main-road system of this part of the country, from the
earliest historic times, is at present engaging attention, and in due
time the results will be made public. Meantime, this independent
survey of all the old " Mounth" passes may be found useful to all
interested in our road system in Scotland.
The Meaning of the " Mounth."
Before describing these passes, however, we must deal a little with-
the expression " Mounth," used to signify a pass over the Grampians.
" Mounth " is the English. rendering of the Gaelic Monadh (pro-
nounced mon-a), meaning a moor or heath, and has no reference what-
ever to a road or pass. The Irish Gaelic (whence the Scots Gaelic)*
expression for a pass is Bealach (bealach-mor or ballagh-mor, the high-
road), hence the Scots Gaelic bealach, and its corrupt form, balloch, found
in certain of our place-names in this part of the country.1 The Irish
use of "Mona," properly "Moin," relates to a mountain, or a moor, or
a. turf bog; arid so we in Scotland have moine, a moss or bog, and
monadh (probably later), signifying a moor or heath, and applied also to
a mountaiti in respect, probably, that it, too, is moorland. In any case,
1
 Ballochbegy, the Little Pass, Cabrach; Ballochbuie, the Yellow Pass, etc. Note also
in Ireland Ballochboy, same as Ballochbuie, Yellow Road or Pass, Ballaghmore, the Great
Road or Pass, Ballaghbehy (beith), the Road of the Birches, etc.
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' ROADS AND PASSES OVER TUE EASTERN GRAMPIANS. Compare also the text and maps of Dr. Alex. Bremner's article in vol. xxxv. p. 331.
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this is the chief thing to be noted, that in whatever form Moin, Moine,
or Monadh is used, the expression, in its own tongue, never signifies a
pass. It is only in its corrupt English form as " Mounth," used loosely,
when those who used it had long ceased to have any knowledge of its
proper meaning, that it came to be applied to a pass through the
Grampians, and we began to get the expressions "Causey Mounth,"
" Fir Mounth," " Capel Mounth," and so on. Even within the period
of our written history the term " Mounth " was being applied in its
proper meaning to describe, not a pass, but the Grampian range itself.
The' very first charter Aberdeen received, from William the Lion,
1171-85, was a charter of trade to all his burgesses "dwellingto the north
of the Munth,"l which shows us, among other things, that English, which
by that time had supplanted Gaelic in the northern Scots burghs, was
already doing its corrupting work with the Gaelic tongue, but that the
corruption had not yet gone so far as to divert the use of the term
"Mounth" from the range of hills to a pass across the range, as
happened in later times.
Keeping this distinction in the use of the term " Mounth " in view,
we proceed to describe the various passes over the Grampians. We
shall base our description on what, although defective in many respects,
has been the best summary list, so far, of these passes hitherto printed,
namely, the list that accompanies the View of the Diocese (c. 1732), from
the manuscript of Sir James Balfour of Denmilne (1600-1657), in the
Advocates' Library, Edinburgh, printed as a note in Joseph Robertson's
" Collections on the Shires of Aberdeen and Banff," Spalding Club,
1843, p. 77 n.
1. The Causey or Cowie Mounth.
This historic highway, which ran between Cowie and Aberdeen, was
the main connecting link between Aberdeen and the South country
throughout history till the making of the Stonehaven turnpike in the
closing years of the eighteenth century. It is still in use from its
northern end to Badentoy, near Portlethen; then one finds a piece of it
still in use from near Berryhill, Portlethen, to St. Ternan's Episcopal
Church, Muchalls; beyond that the line of it is still traceable to near
the Bridge of Cowie, Stonehaven.2
2. Elsick Mounth.
This pass leads from Stonehaven to Drum—" sex myles of monthe "
—and is the route through the parish of Fetteresso, by Netherley, to
the old ford and boat on the Dee at Tilbouries. It was the line of the
Roman iter from the camp at Raedykes, Fetteresso, to the camp at
1
 P. J. Anderson, Charters and other Writs illustrating the History of Aberdeen, p. 3.
2 The history of the Causey Mounth road has been told in the writer's The Bridge of
Dee, pp. 76 et seq.
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Culter, and thence, by way of Skene, to the camps at Kintore, Ythan
Wells, and the Spey.1
3. The Slug Road.
This well-known road could not have been much of a pass over the
Mounth, but there must have been a road of a kind there from very
early days. It led from Stonehaven to Durris and to the crossing of
the Dee at Crathes and at Banchory Church, but in the old days it
would be less useful as a pass over the Grampians than either the
Elsick Mounth on the east of it, or Cryne's Cross Mounth on the
west. It was not conveniently situated even for Megray Fair, the old
market of Cowie.
The name " Slug " signifies a road passing between two hills—from
Gaelic slochd and sloe (Irish she), a pit, a den, etc. It is allied to slack,
used all over Britain to designate a pass between hills. Note Danish
slug, a ravine.
Almost nothing is known of this road before the period of turnpikes..
In August 1797 intimation is made of an application about to be made
to Parliament for leave to bring in a bill for " making, repairing, and
establishment of turnpikes on the road leading from Stonehaven through
the pass in the Grampians called the Slug to or near the village of Upper
Banchory, which road passes, or will pass, through the parishes of
Fetteresso, Durris, and Banchory-Ternan, all in the county of Kincar-
dine," and we are told in the Statistical Account of 1842 that in 1800,
" principally through the exertions of Mr. Innes, then tacksman of the
whole estate of Durris, a turnpike road was made from Stonehaven to
Banchory-Ternan." 2 It is still a fine road, passing close to the Koman
Camp of Eaedykes,and penetrating a region of remarkable grandeur
and isolation, although so near centres of population.
4. Cryne's Cross Mounth.
This leads from Laurencekirk and " Paldy " Kirk in the Mearns to
the river crossing at Mills of Drum, and was an important and curiously-
named pass.
From Laurencekirk it went by St. Palladius Church and Fair—
" Paldy Fair "—Fordoun, to Glenbervie, thence almost due north over
the hills to Durris. The track leaves the present Stonehaven-Auchin-
blae road near Braes of Glenbervie School, and ascends the Mounth
between the farms of Cleugh-head on the east, and on the west
Bogjorgan, the holding farmed by the ancestors of Burns. Thence, on
the 800-foot level, the old track crosses the Glenbervie range to Lady's
1
 See the writer's "Roman Camp at Culter," reprinted from The Scottish Geographical
Magazine, November 1915. The Camps at Raedykes and Ythan Wells have been excavated
by Dr. George Macdonald and Professor Haverfield. The Camp at Culter is clearly marked,
but has still to be excavated scientifically.
2
 Aberdeen Journal, 29th August 1797, quoted by J. Crabb Watt, in The Mearns of
Old, p. 157; also, Statistical Account of Scotland (1842), xi. p. 262.
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Leys on'the Cowie Water—the old " Bread and Cheese" house, for food
refreshment, as distinguished from the Inn, the ruins of which can be
seen on the green haugh at the other side of the ford.1
Below Lady's Leys the Cowie is now crossed by a timber foot-bridge,
and the East and West Dumer Burns by stepping stones. Thence,
proceeding almost due north, the track makes a long ascent to the east
shoulder of the Hill of Mossmaud. In this part the old road is now
in poor condition. Half-way to the ridge there is about thirty yards
of remarkably close paving on the track. It is formed of medium-sized
boulder-stones, set very closely and skilfully together. At Lady's Leys
the writer found a tradition that this is Eoman paving, and it certainly
bears a close resemblance to the paving laid bare in recent years by the
excavations on the Hadrian Wall (at Chesters, for example), Northum-
berland.2
.Beyond this remarkable paving the old Mounth road is still very
clear, and after crossing the saddle between Mongour (Hill of the Goat)
on the west, and Craigbeg (Little Crag) on the east, it descends to the
Slug Eoad immediately south of Spyhill farm, near the ninth milestone
from Stonehaven on the west flank of Cairnmonearn. From this point,
in the old days, the Mounth road proceeded through Durris to the
crossjng of the Dee near Durris Church—a fork striking westward to
the river crossing at Balbridie, whence it connected with the north road
by Mill of Hirn to Monymusk, and so to Old Eayne, where it joined
the main road to Huntly and the far north.3
Cryne's Cross Mounth was much used in history. It was by this
route evidently that Edward I. of England marched with his forces on
that memorable journey in 1296, when he visited Aberdeen for the first
time and received the homage of the burghers. He left Mohtrose on
Wednesday, 11th July, for the Castle of Kincardine, then a noted
stronghold, when Kincardine was the capital of the Mearns. On
Thursday, 12th, he was at Glenbervie, and on Friday, 13th, he was at
Durris, "a manor among the mountains," where he passed the night.
On the following day, Saturday, 14th July, he crossed the Dee, and
entered Aberdeen.4
This was a well-known route also in later centuries. It was used
repeatedly in the time of the Covenanting troubles by Montrose, that
1
 The tradition as to the name of Lady's Leys is that it was the isolated property to
which the dowager lady was despatched when the young laird brought home the new
mistress. It is now occupied by the Glenbervie hill-keeper, a neat cottage, with some
farm land attached.
2 The Romans crossed the Grampians from Raedykes, Fetteresso, to Normandykes,
Peterculter, and marched thence to Kintore, Ythan Wells, etc., but this line of crossing is
seven miles east of the Cryne's Cross Mounth. If this be Eoman paving really, then the
Roman forces must have sent out a flank detachment to intercept the Caledonians in the
wild hill country on the west.
3
 Taylor and Skinner, 1776, plates 53 and 54, show the connections with the river crossings.
4
 Historical Documents, Scotland, ii. 29. See also Gough's Itinerary of King Edward
the First, ii. 281-6. Gough has to be examined most carefully in respect of his local names,
and his maps of Edward's northern journeys are demonstrably wrong, but there can be no
doubt of the route on that first journey.
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THE " MOUNTH" PASSES OVER THK GRAMPIANS. 1 2 1
brilliant captain, who knew well how to take advantage of routes, as
well as ground, in his campaigns. He came to be very familiar with
all these passes over the Mounth. The first time that he came as an
enemy in arms—a Covenanter—against Aberdeen he came, along with
the Earl Marischal, from Dunnottar by way of the Cowie Mounth, June
1639, and engaged in the battle of the Bridge of Dee.1 The next time
he came, he came as a Eoyalist, Lieutenant-Governor of Scotland for
the King, in September 1644, the blackest month that Aberdeen ever
knew. This time he "miskens" (ignores) the Bridge of Dee, and,
approaching evidently by way of Cryne's Cross Mounth, he crossed the
Dee at Mills of Drum, 11th September, and supped with the Laird of
Leys at Crathes Castle "after he had summoned him to surrender his
house." Two days later he destroyed the army that guarded Aberdeen,
and gave up the town to pillage and slaughter for days.2 On one other
occasion, at least, Montrose seems to have used the Cryne's Cross route,
on 17th October, that same year. He marched from the Mearns with
his army, safe and sound, says John Spalding, and again crossed at
Mills of Drum, the Aberdonian forces " having lain watching the
Bridge of Dee foolishly, with about 14 troups."
A few words must be said about the name of this old road. The
name, Cryne's Cross, is most probably a personal name. There was a
noted family in Aberdeen in the middle centuries named Cryne, and
Cryne's Croft, Foty, was a well-known property. Members of the
Cryne family witnessed charters and made donations to St. Nicholas'
Church.3 Boundary crosses were in use to distinguish particular lands
in those days, and it is not unlikely that a boundary stone of the Cryne
family gave the name to this route over the Grampians.
5. The Stock Mounth.
This road, leading from Glenbervie to Strachan, "conteins sex
myles of mounthe!" ;
It is known in Durris as the " Foggy Eoad" (" Green roads" in
England, as being overgrown with turf), and is so set down in the
larger-soale Ordnance Survey maps. From Paldy Fair and Glenbervie
the Stock Mounth led by the Well of Monluth, over the head waters of
the Sheeoch Burn by a ford, crossed the ridge at 1000 feet between
the hills of Shillofad and North Dennetys, and, descending quickly as
it passed the north-east shoulder of Kerloch, it struck the existing
Strachah road at 400-feet level at Pitreadie, about a mile east of
the Kirktown of Strachan. The Stock Mounth would be useful as an
1
 See John Spalding, the various editions, under date; also the writer's Bridge of Dee,
pp. 47 et seq.
2
 See Spalding, the authentic historian of the episode, for the events of the week. Spald-
ing was a keen Royalist, so that his evidence on this matter may be taken as within the facts.
3 Records of Marischal College, i. 15, 373. Registrum Epis. Aberd., i. 219, 289.
Anderson's Charters and Other Writs, p. 354.
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access from the Glenbervie and Drumlithie region to the northern end
of the Cairn-a'-Mounth road, and vice versa.1
6. Bviilg Mounth.
An unimportant pass leading from Glenfarquhar to Deeside, but
doubtless well known as a drove road since it connected Auchinblae and
Glenfarquhar with the Great North Road without going over the Cairn-
a'-Mounth. It lay farther west than the Stock Mounth. From Paldy
Fair it went by the line of the Bervie Water north-westward, crossed
the Builg Hill, where the Bervie rises, and forded the Builg Burn
immediately south of Little Kerloch, crossed the Dye Water near
Heatheryhaugh, and struck the Cairn-a'-Mounth road slightly north of
the Bridge of Dye, a few hundred yards south of ScoIIy's Cross Farm.2
(To be continued.)
OBITUARY.
The Rev. Robert Mackenzie, M.A.—The Society has lost
one of its oldest and most interested members in the Rev. Robert
Mackenzie, M.A., of the West United Free Church, Alloa, who died,
aged 64, very suddenly in his vestry on Nov. 16 last, just before
Sunday evening service.
At the time of the Society's formation Mr. Mackenzie was minister
of the Livingstone Memorial Church, Blantyre. Brought then into
intimate touch with the noble career of the great Scottish explorer and
•missionary, he hailed the opportunity, by connection with the Royal
Scottish Geographical Society, of extending his geographical knowledge,
and giving practical support to new schemes of exploration inspired by
the example of the Blantyre lad who became so famous. Having a
strong literary bent and sound judgment, he did a good deal of review-
ing for the Scottish Geographical Magazine. In the earlier years of his
ministry Mr. Mackenzie travelled considerably, and the writer of this
notice greatly prized his genial companionship in tours to Sweden,
Germany, Switzerland, Austria-Hungary, Italy, and other countries.
Especially does he remember a somewhat extensive run across Europe
1
 The Stock Mounth is now a poor track, but easily to be distinguished almost the
whole way. The Well of Monluth, a clear bubbling spring by the wayside, is still there,
though uncared for, and in that quarter the Mounth track passes along the hillside above a
vast quaking bog, about half-a-mile long by about 200 yards wide, the best example,
probably, in all that region of a moss in process of formation.
2 Although the Builg Mounth has a Gaelic name it probably is not—almost certainly is
not—derived directly from the Gaelic, but from the hill, or perhaps a loch that may have
existed there. Balg (genitive Builg) means a bag, and if this is the derivation it may refer
to the shape of either the hill or a loch. It could not refer to a road. In point of fact, the
Gaelic people in this part of the country had no roads before the English settlers arrived.
They had no word to express the idea of a road in the ordinary sense. The roadway of
the Builg Mounth is still well marked in places.
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